AGRICULTURAL GRADING AND CLEARING
PERMITTING PROCESS

The following procedure is designed for applicants interested in acquiring a permit for Agricultural Grading or Clearing from the County of San Diego. The process described below is provided as a guide only. The requirements associated with any individual project
may vary depending on the unigue aspects of that project and potential changes in County regulations or procedures. It is recommended you discuss the applicability of this process with the County of San Diego counter technicians from the outset, as described below, in
order to ensure that the permitting process is as efficient as possible.

Administrative Process
Step 1
Visit the DPLU Zoning

YES- If you plan to clear any
brush, visit the DPLU Zoning
Counter to discuss with a
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YES- You will be grading
more than 200 C.Y.

What will you be grading
for- a structure or solely
for agriculture?

Grading for a Structure

If you plan to grade in order
to construct a building such
as a home or barn in
addition to agricultural uses,
follow the steps below for
Minor Grading through
DPLU.

Also see the County’s
grading plan checklist.

NOTE: In order to process a
permit for grading
associated with a structure,
you must have submitted
your building plans for your
structure and these must be
in the plan check process.

Grading for Agriculture

If you plan to grade in order
to cultivate agriculture or

simply to re-form your land
(for the sake of grading),
follow the steps for the
appropriate form of Grading
(Minor or Major) through
DPW.
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Do you plan to grade 2,500
C.Y. or less?
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Minor Grading (DPLU)

YES- If you plan to grade
2,500 C.Y. or less, you will
need to follow the process
for Minor Grading through
DPLU.

Minor Grading (DPW)

NO- If you plan to grade
MORE THAN 2,500 C.Y.,
you will need to follow the
process for Minor Grading
through DPW.
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Minor Grading (DPLU)
Step 1

Visit DPLU to receive your
grading permit.

You will need to pay the
applicable fees at this time.
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Minor Grading (DPLU)
Step 2

INSPECTION

You will need to set up an
inspection with a DPLU
Inspector following your
initial rough grading. A
subsequent final inspection
will also be required. To do
this, contact DPLU.

brush?

Minor Grading (DPW)
Step 1

If you plan to grade 5,000 C.Y. or
less, you will need to follow the
process for a Minor Grading
permit through DPW.

You will need to enlist a certified
engineer to complete out a
grading plan template. See the
grading plan checklist.

Visit DPW for more information.

Major Grading (DPW)
Step 1

If you plan to grade more than
5,000 C.Y., you will need to

follow the process for a Major
Grading permit through DPW.

You will need to enlist a certified
engineer to complete out a
grading plan template. See the
grading plan checklist.

Visit DP)ﬂ for more information.

Grading (DPW)
Step 2

Grading INSPECTION

Upon completing your
grading, you will need to set
up an inspection with a
DPW Inspector. To do this,
contact DPW.

Step 2

Visit the DPLU Zoning
counter to determine if the
project meets the relevant
thresholds for clearing
described in the Grading,
Clearing, and Watercourses
Ordinance.
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Receive Clearing Permit
Step 3

You will need to complete
environmental
documentation or forms to
obtain an exemption from
environmental requirements
in order to complete this
step and to receive an
Administrative Permit for
clearing.
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